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depictor of the upper class bourgeoisie of England
in her expansive days from about 1860 to the War
of 1914, and then of the adjustments of their latest
generation to the hard and altered post-War era,
This study of the Forsyte family developed,
through the next twenty-five years, into a triple
trilogy of nine novels interspersed with preludes
which forms the most sustained connected unit
in English imaginative prose. It contains at once
the fullest expression of Galsworthy's powers in
their maturity, the most surprising array of figures
from one well-to-do family through three genera-
tions and the subtlest presentation of their settled
habits of thought and of the impinging upon these
of personalities and events most likely to unsettle
them.
Galsworthy belongs to the small group of
writers who have succeeded supremely in more
than one literary form. His work in the drama is
as well known and as great as in the novel, and
yet the appeal of his plays is quite different from
that of his stories. Beginning in 1906 with The
Silver Box> his plays enjoyed a steady and often
striking success on the stage, for they arc exceed-
ingly well adapted to acting in modern natural-
istic settings and they present clear-cut characters,
speaking a forceful English of everyday, and
successions of situations with all the suspense
necessary to carry even a first-night audience
through on the tiptoe of expectancy to the end.
Characters, situations and endings are usually
chosen to present some inequity, amounting often